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Chart 6: Third-Party Visitation®

STATE Stepparents | Grandparents, {Grandparents— | Grandparents— Grandparents— ) Any After
Generally** Death Chitd Divorce | Parents Never | Inferested | Termination,
of Their Child Married Party | of Parental
Rights or
Adoption
Alabama X % X 3 %
Alaska X 3
Arizong ' %’ x? %7 x*
Arkansas % X X % % 34
California x¢ x! xt % A
Cotorado x! x! x* %%
Connectical x! x*
Delaware X v x29
Disirict of Cokambial
Flerida ‘ i x! x!
Genrgin '
Hawi Fht
Fdaho x4 x
tlkinols %t 3 % X
indigna x x X
lowa x
Kansas X xh®
Kemutky % %
Louisiana %P4 x % x %
Maine X % x4
Marylund ¥ x!
Massechuseils X X 3 X2
Michigan X X %
Minnesota x0 x° x0 w4
Mississippl X py x oy
Missouzi P X x
Monlana %2
Nebraska x x
Nevada X x x x*
New Hurapshirg %
New Jersey *! xedd
New Mexico %26 X %
New York x* X x4
Norh Caroline © %
North Dakota % x4
Ohio xle x !
Okiahoma X X %
CQregon x5 X
Pemnsyivania x&4 x24T
Puerie Rice % X X
Rinde Jsland X X % x4
South Ciroling
South Daketn b 32
Tennzsses x x x X
Tetus X x x24
Utah x®
Vermont X0 % a2
Virginia x
Washingion xE
West Virginia X
Wisconsin x3 x %3V x%4
Wycming, %

*  Chart prepared by Liz Bandt, with the assistance of Elizabeth Ferrin, University of Ideho, class of 2009,
**  Grandparents may obinin visitation when the parents are clive and regardless of their marital siotus. Many of these statules con-
1#in requirements such as the establishment of & substantial relaicaship, the best interests of the child, the exisience of 2 residential
relaticnship, the parent’s unreasonable denjal of visitation, o7 2 combiznatien of these.



1. A couori of the state has decinred the simite srutional either on is face or as applied.

2. A person who stands "in foco parentis” who is a “de facto,” “cquitable” or “psychological parent,” or who has 2 substestial res-
idential relationship with 2 ehild may seel visitation or custody without showing that a perent is uhfit or other exwracrdinary circam-
stances. Some staties impose 4 time requirement for the duration of the relationship before visitation oF custedy may be sought. New
York requives proof of “extraordinary circumstances”

3. Stepparenl may only seck visitation where sfhe Is the surviving spouse of a decensed parent.

Case faw pemnits siepparents 1o seek custody as de facle parents.

5. Anindependent action for visilation may only e maintained where child has Heen adopied by ¢ stepparent

6. Grandparent may petition for visitation jn stepparent adoption sitmalions,

7. Case iaw is mixed.

8. 'Washingion’s third parry visitation stanne hins haen declared unconstitational, buat &s sapreme couit has recognized that de facto
purents have costody & visitation rights.

6, Third party petitioning Tor visitation must show that visisation wos denied not merely limiced.

10, Visitation cannet be ordered over the ohjection of one of the natural purents if they are married.




